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MUNDFORD PLAY AREA 
 

Summary: This report outlines reasons for requesting £12,000 Capital Match Funding towards the 
refurbishment and installation of a new play area at Mundford recreation ground.    

   

1. INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 

1.1 Mundford Recreation ground & Village Hall Trust (MRGVHT)has been working hard to raise 
funding for the redevelopment of the play area, which is situated on the recreation land 
surrounding the village hall.  At present the area houses old play equipment, some of which is 
over 40 years old and does not meet EN1176 safety standards for play equipment.           

2. KEY DECISION 

2.1 This is not a key decision.   

3. COUNCIL PRIORITIES 

3.1 The matter raised in this report falls within the following Council priorities:  

A safe and healthy environment 

This project meets this priority in a number of ways: 

1) Promoting healthy lifestyles by encouraging physical activity 

2) Raising the safety standards of an open access play area 

A well planned place to live which encourages vibrant communities 

This project meets this priority in a number of ways: 

1) By encouraging social interaction 

2) By enabling a community group to take ownership and pride in a community asset 

3) By enhancing the landscape in a Breckland village 

A prosperous place to live and work 

4. IDENTIFIED NEED FOR PROJECT 

4.1 The MRGVHT realised that the play area was in need of redevelopment through feedback from 
community members and the annual safety inspections that are carried out on the site.   

 To kick start the project the group held an open morning in the village in order to consult with 
residents on how they would like to see the area developed.  Various design ideas were 
displayed and residents were asked to comment on design and layout.   

 Questionnaires where completed by children, young people and adults on their needs and wants 
for the play area.   

 

 



 From the consultation undertaken the group have found that there is a need for facilities to cater 
for a wide age range of users.  Therefore this play area is designed to accommodate toddlers to 
teenagers.  There will be specific areas for: 

• Toddlers 

• Primary school age children 

• Early teens 

• Picnic and recreation ground furniture 

It is estimated that this play area will service approximately 300 + children.  This figure has      
been calculated based on, the population of the village, school pupil numbers and village hall 
user groups, including mother and toddlers and play group.  Mundford is also set to see 
significant residential development over the next couple of years for family homes; therefore this 
will have an impact on the user levels of the facility.      

5.      FINANCIAL 

5.1    The MRGVHT have done a lot of work regarding fundraising within the community and applying 
to external funders. 

The estimated total cost of the project is £83,052.53 

Funding Source 
Total 
requested % Confirmed 

Mundford Parish Council 1650 1.99 Yes 

Tesco Community Grant 3000 3.61 Yes 

NPFA 1000 1.20 Oct-07 

NRCC 1500 1.81 Yes 

Sports Relief 4976 5.99 Oct-07 

Village Fund Raising 3965 4.77 Ongoing 
Waste Recycling & 
Environmental 26700 32.15 Oct-07 

Garfield Western 1000 1.20 

This is an estimated figure 
as the funder does not state 
how much they will give until 

awarded  

Local Network Fund 7,000 8.43 Oct-07 

Bernard Sunley Foundation 2000 2.41 Unknown 

Ernest Cook 1000 1.20 Unknown 

Charles Hayword Foundation 2000 2.41 Unknown 

Big Lottery 15000 18.06 Unknown 

Breckland 12000 14.45 Oct-07 

    

Total funding req'd 83052 99.69  

Check total 82791   

Shortfall 261   

 
N.B.   

1) Of the requested Breckland funding 11% would be used as 3rd party funding to WREN 
2) The shortfall and the unknown figure from Garfield Western will be made up from ongoing local 

fund raising.  If necessary, the project could be scaled down.  

6. OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

6.1 There are three options available: 

1)  Accept the recommendation of this report and approve a grant of £12,000 

2)  Approve a grant at a reduced level  

3)  Decline the application  

 

 



7. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION 

7.1 This project fits within the Breckland Play Strategy and compliments the play development going 
on in other parts of the district.  It is a further opportunity to be involved in a project directly 
benefiting young people in a small rural community.     

8. RECOMMENDATION 

8.1 This report recommends that cabinet approves a match funding contribution of £12,000 for the 
development of a children’s play area in the grounds of Mundford Recreation Ground and Village 
Hall from the Council’s Capital Matched Funding Reserve (2007/08).    

 

 

Where appropriate, this report has taken account of the need for compliance with  

§ The Council’s Equal Opportunities Policies and Gender Equality Scheme  

§ Section 17, Crime & Disorder Act 1998 

§ Human Rights Act 1998 

§ Section 40, Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 

 


